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of his fellow-aristocrats, had a strongly mystical vein in him;
the Ring was a symbolic tide, for a ring is the symbol of perfect
unity. He formed a little association called a "ring/3 of like-rninded
people who discussed politics with one another and deplored
modernity. One of his intimate associates was Walther Schotte,
a journalist whose talent was too brilliant for the National Socialist
leaders who murdered him in 1934. Schotte had the novel idea
of cafrying the "ring" a little further and turning it into a club.
The political club is unknown in Germany, and to the political
class the idea appealed of creating something which they felt had
some resemblance to the English type of political club, a club
that was mainly social but had very real political influence; the
newspaper reports of the fall of the Lloyd George coalition and
the mysterious action of "the Carlton Club" intrigued the political
class immensely. Gleichen and Schotte found support for their
suggestion and the necessary funds were supplied by a little group
of East Elbian landowners, grand seigneurs like the Alvenslebens
and the Oldenburgs-Januschau. In 1924 the "Herrenklub" in
Berlin was founded and very soon there were similar "Klubs"
all over the country whose members were in this way associated
more closely than is usual in Germany by being associated socially.
The "Klub" was indeed the successor of the salon.
There was, we are assured, no party qualification for member-
ship, but members were expected to have "that Christian Con-
servative basis such as befits a man of political mind who feels
responsible to God for his nation/' and naturally were recruited
from the "responsible upper stratum"—which is perhaps a phrase
of more subtle meaning than the phrase "political class." The
suspicious student may be pardoned if, on reading the list of noble
members, he ends by thinking that it was not only a party club
but that it was confined to a section of a political party, and was
in fact a mere assemblage of those elements of the aristocracy,
the frondists of the monarchy and the empire, who considered
themselves as the nation and non-party in the sense that they
were raised above politics because they were politics, and who of
all Moeller van den Bruck's cloudy speculation which was of
almost Koranic significance to the "ring" had retained only one

